
Psalm 23 1 

Theme: God is our good Shepherd who leads us daily. 2 

Prayer   3 
God’s Care  4 
• Understand the Context     (PSALM 23:1-6) 5 
• GOD’S PROVISION   (PS. 23:1-3)  6 
• GOD’S PROTECTION   (PS. 23:4)  7 
• KEY DOCTRINE: God Father in truth-in Jesus 8 
*  GOD’S CARE   (PS. 23:5-6) 9 
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Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary 
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Video / Slide                           /  
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Are there times that you can identify with any of these characteristics? 130 
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The Shepherd Theme 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob Shepherds. 
Jacob declares God is his shepherd. 
Moses was a shepherd (2X). 
David was a shepherd (2X). 
Jesus is- the "Good Shepherd" John 10. 
God is our shepherd Psalm 23. 

23: 1 The Lord is my Shepherd  
The Lord is the name of the Covenant God - Yahweh 
A Covenant is a binding agreement –  
a formal agreement. 
God is in a Covenant Relation with the nation of Israel 
My Covenant God will meet all my needs. 

Benefits of having God as our Shepherd 
(1) He Calms my fears: 
(2) He makes me lie down in green pastures,   
     He leads me beside quiet waters. 
Note: Sheep are fearful. Easily spooked 
          He provides a calm pastoral setting. 

Benefits of having God as our Shepherd 
(3) He refreshes my soul. ( mind, will, emotions) 
     Not only does he take care of  
     my physical needs: food, water, … 
     He raises a level here and says he refreshes my soul  
                                          ( mind, will, emotions) 

Benefits of having God as our Shepherd 
He leads me (toward Godliness) 
(3b) He guides me along the Right Paths  
        for his name's sake. 

David Speaks to God (in the 2nd Person) 
 (4) Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
 I will fear no evil, for You (2nd Person) are with me;  
 your rod (weapon) and your staff, they comfort me. 
 (Our Shepard has defeated all of our enemies) 
 In your life, you have lived through dark valleys    
 (death, illness, sin).   
    The rod (wood) has defeated all our enemies  
    (Wooden rod of Moses) (Wooden Cross of Jesus) 

Shifts:  A Shepherd  Generous Host. 
 (5) You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.  
You anoint my head with oil; (providing 
my needs) my cup overflows. 
  He shifts it from being a shepherd  
  to a loving host. 
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Psalm 23 is One of the Most Misappropriated Psalms 214 
215 
216 
217 

Psalm 22 makes it possible for us to say "The Lord is my Shepherd."218 

   Psalm 22:1 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.” 219 

   Psalm 22:14 “And all my bones are out of joint.  For dogs have surrounded me;  220 

   Psalm 22:16 “A band of evildoers has encompassed me;  221 

     They pierced my hands and my feet. I count all my bones. They look, they stared at me;”  222 

   Psalm 22:18  “They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots.”  223 
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David Confidently Concludes: 
(6) Surely (certainly) your goodness and love will follow (pursue) me  
all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house (the family home) of the Lord forever. 

Psalm 23 is a Covenant Psalm 
The Lord in verse one refers to the 
covenant God of Israel-Yahweh 
Jacob (Israel) refers to God as the 
shepherd of his father's. 
Jesus says that we must enter by Him 
(the gate) to be His sheep. 
 

(OT) Psalm 23 Follows Ps 22 - (NT) 
John 10 (Good Shepard) 
(22) then David explains how a Holy 
God can possibly be our shepherd. 
In 23 David tells us the impact of both 
his earthly and eternal life. 
(NT) Jesus tells us that we can make 
Him our Shepherd by way of the cross. 

How to make Jesus your Shepherd? 
You must enter through the gate 
(John 10:9) I am the Gate; 
whoever enters through Me  
will be saved. They will come in  
and go out and find pasture. 

The Good Shepherd dies for us 
John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd; 
 I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me. Now just as the father knows Me  
and I know the father - and  

I lay down my life for the sheep." 

You have to answer these questions: 
Does Psalm 23 belong to you? 
1. Do you think that you are a sheep? 
  *I am a giant killing warrior (Lion/Eagle)! 
2. Do I really need a shepherd? 
   *I'll do it my way-who needs help? 
3. Do you have everything you want? 
   *I don't need any help!! I am self-sufficient. 

Who needs a Shepherd? – Everyone. 
(Isaiah 53:6)  
We ALL, like sheep, have gone astray,  
each of us has turned to our own way;  
(and the Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity (fallen nature) of us all.) 
Like King David, 
          Everyone needs a Shepherd. 
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The good Shepherd gives abundant life 
(John 10:10) The thief comes only  
to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life  
do I have no idea not to fund life begins: 
this and have it abundantly 
 

You are invited into the Flock! 
*God loves you - He sent a Shepherd. 
*You must decide - Do you need Him? 
*If yes - Then place your trust (faith) in  
    Him to care for, protect, and provide.  
*If No - John 3:18 - Not believe  
           You stand condemned. 

Sheep vs. Goats - Different Species 
Mat 25:32 “And all the nations will be 

gathered before Him; and He will separate 
them from one another, as the shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats; 
Mat 25:33  and He will put the sheep on His 

right, and the goats on the left.” 

Why Everyone Needs a Shepherd (Continued) 
Human Need     Shepherd's Provision 

Weakness and fatigue     Rest and nourishment (v.2) 

Moral confusion     Guidance in righteousness (v.3) 

Fear and danger     Comfort and presence (v.4) 

Opposition and enemies     Protection and honor (v.5) 

Uncertainty about future     Eternal security and goodness (v.6) 
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